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Eva Falk Pedersen takes over from Louise Poirier as Chair of the Board of Directors of the YWCA Montreal 

Montreal, November 11 – At YWCA Montreal’s 148th annual general meeting, Eva Falk Pedersen was 
nominated as the organization’s new Chair of the Board of Directors. She is taking over from Louise 
Poirier, who was a board member for 10 years. She presided as Chair for eight of these years. In 
addition, three new administrators were nominated. Their expertise will be a valued contribution to the 
Board. 

A Chair committed to promoting the Y’s mission 

Director of TACT, a strategic consulting agency in the communications field, since 2015, Eva Falk 
Pedersen has been helping businesses and organizations foster social acceptability, manage issues 
and crises, and maintain municipal, provincial and federal government relations. Her specialty is in 
public consultations and citizen participation. She is known for her ability to be organized under 
pressure and for her media positioning expertise, skills she has leveraged in support of YWCA 
Montreal’s mission for several years. 

With her passion for politics and culture, Eva always appreciates in-depth debates on current topics, 
particularly issues related to equity and diversity. Her intellectual rigour makes her a composed and 



 
 

serious strategist who offers carefully calculated options at the executive board table. Versatile and 
open-minded, she quickly identifies and grasps the key issues in any given situation. 

Eva holds a master’s in political science from McGill University and received a bachelor’s degree with 
honours in political science from Université Laval. Very involved in her community, she volunteers with 
several Montreal organizations, most notably as the president of Nouveaux Voisins, an organization 
promoting biodiversity in cities. 

On the board of YWCA Montreal since 2016, and in the role of Vice Chair for the past five years, Eva 
Falk Pedersen is very familiar with the issues and the mission of the organization, over which she will 
now preside as Chair. She welcomes her term with enthusiasm and gratitude: “My determination to 
diligently fulfil the mission that I have been entrusted with is matched only by the urgent needs of 
women and girls + throughout all of Montreal with respect to inclusion and equity. Moreover, in these 
difficult times, I firmly believe that it is possible to work together to fight violence against women. I 
would like to thank all the board members for the trust they have placed in me as well as the 
ongoing efforts of my predecessor, Louise Poirier.”  

Three new administrators 

The new Chair is pleased to announce that Mélinda Constant (Regional Director, Real Estate 
Investments, Industrial Alliance) will take her place as Vice Chair, and to welcome three new members 
to the board, namely Nathalie Sanon (head of the continuing education program in AI at IVADO) Émilie 
Therrien (lawyer, Therrien Couture Jolicoeur) and Marie-Claire Dumas (Senior Management and 
Strategic Planning Manager, former General Director, Concertation Montréal).  

Lastly, the executive board would also like to thank Kostia Pantazis for her 17-year commitment.  

 

About the YWCA Montreal 

Since 1875, the YWCA Montreal has been a multi-service organization, working to foster long-lasting 
and positive change to prevent violence in the lives of women and girls, in addition to promoting 
equality and social and gender inclusion. To achieve this, the organization develops and offers 
innovative, relevant programs and services that respond to the evolution of social issues and to current 
needs. These programs are brought together under four families of action: Housing Services, 
Employability Services, Youth Services, and Community Services. In this manner, YWCA Montreal 
contributes towards building a better future for women, girls and their families in a society that is 
egalitarian, inclusive, and non-violent. 
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For more information or to request an interview:  
Victoria Amigo, Public Relations Communication Advisor vamigo@ydesfemmesmtl.org 514 866-9941 
ext. 230 
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